Community

Building Community in a Separated World

How does one bcgin to build community?

Mang of us seek after it, but few find it in this
day and age. DesPite increasiﬂglg busy life-
stgles, we often find ourselves Fee]iﬂg ex~
hausted, empty and unfulfilled. We may even
have a sense that there is somet}'n'ﬂg better
out there on the horizon, a glimmeriﬂg idea of
Possi bi ]itg. 5omcw/1¢rc between the 5u55
c/ay—to~c/ay Ites zfy/c and monastic seclusion
exists the Possibf/fz“y ofa 5,01'/7'1‘4[1'//60] Ite.

( ommunity can be a “bccoming Placc” to-

ward the end of communion. Community is
aboutjog]cu] living and Fo”owiﬂg the IDai’/75
analloraci’fccs that take us on t}'nejoumeg of
sPiritual growth. On thisjoumey we move
and transform by the continual renewing of
our minds from one level to anot}'ner, working
our way through issues, fears and concepts
of self and rea]itg as we P]ace our faith in
God‘ ]t’s about seeiﬂg ourselves and others
not as separate, ego~based incliviclua]s, but
as children of (God ]iving in communion with
one another and exPerienciﬂg the P]eromatic
unity andjog~based ]iviﬂg that exist in this
P]ace‘ We do this by Putting on the mind of

Christ Commum’tg is indeed a becoming
P]ace and most certain]y about the
“Iocrfcctlh‘g of the saints, edification, and
ministrg” (E_Ph 4:12).

Communitics are built around all kinds of

clynamics‘ T here are Purpose~centered
communities, Projecbceﬂterecl communities,
Phi]osophica”y%enterec{ communities, and
others . The Mission begins by being pur~
pose centered: “[ill we all come in the unity
of the faith and of the Lnow/ca/gc unto a
Iocn[cct man, unto the measure of the stature

of the fullness of (hrist”
(]:_Phcsians 4:1%)

( ommunion can be a P]aCC where we act in

sync with (God and with each other. We act

in a harmonious chorus that echoes and re-
sounds [Jis voice. ]t calls out across the
vast chasms 01C time and space the songs o1c

recognition, that we might know we are chil-

dren of C]ocl‘

BH becoming a P]ace where Peop]e prac-
tice their spiritua] clisciplines, the commum’ty
can be an ePicenter of changc and transfor-

mation.
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Community Growth—The Upward Spiral

Building Community in a Separated World

Thc Communitg can become a Placc where a Powchul dynamic
dcvcloPs. |ndividuals grow througl—l their individual Paths and Practiccs
and are suPPor‘tcd bg community, and the community grows because itis

enriched bg the individuals.

lndivic‘ual and community-wiclc growth go handin hand. T heideais to create
an quard spiral that goes somet%ing like this ... When individuals intention-
a”ﬂ choose to grow sPirituany, they begin to work within themselves and build
self-awarenesses. New needs arise—not the least of which is a safe space,
support, and accountabihtg, which can come with numbers and ciiversity of
exPerience‘ On a more sPeciFic level, community Provicles the individual with
needed support and education about Paths and Practices that support per-

sonal growth.

As individuals grow and change, this builds a richer communit5~wicle exPeri~
ence. ] he individual’s growth becomes the community’s growth. The exPeri~
ences of individuals in communitg can begin to move toward communion, a

Place where theg live more and more in sync with each other and with (God.

An E_Piccntcr For Trans{:ormativc Changc...
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